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History of Lambrecht Cemetery Association of 
Pierce County, Nebraska 

1883-1938 

Up from Willow Creek on the prairie in the western portion of Pierce 
County, NE, to the north about a mile, there is situated what is now called 
the Lambrecht Cemetery, an acre of prairie on the homestead claim of 
August Lambrecht originally set aside for the burial of 
the old settlors of the area and sadly, their young 
children. 

The tragic reason creating the cemetery was the death 
due to diphtheria of two young boys of August and 
Louise Lambrecht, Louis and Phillip, days apart in 
January of 1883.  

As the homesteaders and settlors of the Willow Creek 
area of western Pierce County began to fill in the Sections of the Willow 
Creek Township, they became numerous enough that there arose the need 
for the amenities of a civilized society such as post offices from which to 
send and receive mail, schools to educate their children, churches in which 
to profess their religious faith, and unfortunately, cemeteries in which to 
buried their loved ones.  As in the Lambrecht family, the settlors and 
homesteaders in the Willow Creek area of Pierce County, Nebraska were in 
their childbearing and raising years meaning that the young adults/parents 
were not the ones dying but it was their young children who were 
susceptible to contracting the diseases of that era, especially diphtheria, 
and succumbing to those afflictions.  From those unfortunate 
circumstances, a cemetery association was formed to provide a lasting 
place of rest for those children and adults living in the area would have a 
final resting place. 

The cemetery association was formed on April 21, 1883 in the home of 
August Lambrecht, at which time, the following twelve individuals, serving 
as incorporators, to wit: 
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gathered there together to 
incorporate the Pleasant 
View Cemetery Association 
pursuant to Section 45, 
Chapter 16 (Sic. 11) of the 
Compiled Statutes of 
Nebraska relating to 
cemetery associations. The 
new cemetery would be 
known as the Pleasant View 
Cemetery, located on the 
farm of August Lambrecht 
on the north side of the 
Northwest Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of 
Section 25, Township 26, 
Range 4 West of the 6th 
P.M., Pierce County, 
Nebraska.   
 
 
 
The Articles of Incorporation and the By-Laws adopted at the same time by 
the incorporators consisting of 11 Articles provided for the governance of 
the Pleasant View Cemetery Association.  These Articles of Incorporation 
and By-Laws indicated that the burial Lots of said Cemetery were to be 18 
feet square arranged in double tiers with avenues 6 foot wide between 

August Lambrect R. H. Smith 
R. A. Tawney D. Kuther 
Jos. Forsyth L. L. Poynter 
F. Rautenberg Herm Steinkraus 
J. Schulz Albert Steinkraus 
C. Schrom Carl Liesner 
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each double tier running north and south and avenues 4 feet wide the 
same distance apart running east and west, said Lots to be numbered 
consecutively commencing with number 1 at the northwest corner Lot.   
 

Thereafter, the 
aforenoted 
incorporators 
authorized W. 
E. Bishop, the 
Pierce County 
Surveyor, to 
cause a survey 
to be made of 
said Cemetery.  
On May 16, 
1883, W. E. 
Bishop created 
a Plat of the 
Pleasant View 
Cemetery, the 
Cemetery 
containing one 
acre, in which 
there were 25 

Blocks, each 
Block being 
36 feet by 
36 feet in width and length; there 
were four Lots within each Block, 
each Lot being 18 feet by 18 feet 
in width and length and within 
each Lot, 8 Burial Spaces, each 
Burial Space being 4½ feet by 9 
feet in width and length.  In the 
Survey Record Book, at Page 17, in 
the office of the Pierce County 
Clerk/Register of Deeds, the notes 
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of Bishop were recorded stating that the Pleasant View Cemetery 
Association was called the Willow Creek Cemetery Association. 

 
  
Throughout the years, the aforenoted Cemetery was informally called the 
Tawney Cemetery due to its location near the schoolhouse of School 
District No. 22 of Pierce County, Nebraska, commonly known as the Tawney 
school.   
 
On May 22, 1938, at a 
meeting of the members of 
the Association, the members 
approved an Amendment to 
the existing Articles of 
Association of the Cemetery 
changing the name of the 
Cemetery from the Pleasant 
View Cemetery Association to 
the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Association.   
 
 

 

 

 


